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Rotary strives to promote peace through education. Since 1947, The Rotary Foundation has awarded more 
than US$1.1 billion in humanitarian and educational grants and is the world’s largest privately-funded source 
of international scholarships. Grants are administered by local Rotary clubs.   
 
ROTARY’S EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
 
• Ambassadorial Scholarships 
Approximately 1,000 scholarships are awarded annually to university students around the world to study in 
another country from three months to two years.  These students serve as ambassadors of goodwill. Since 
1947, The Rotary Foundation has sponsored more than 39,000 scholars from over 115 countries. 
 
• Group Study Exchange 
Group Study Exchange (GSE) enables groups of young professionals aged 25-40 to participate in four-to-six-
week exchanges between two countries.  GSE teams focus on vocational, educational and cultural 
development.  Since 1965, about 65,000 individuals (13,541 teams) from 106 countries have participated. 
 
• Youth Exchange  
Some 8,000 teenage students from around the world study in another country and learn about its history, 
language and culture each year. They too, serve as goodwill ambassadors and promote world understanding 
and peace. 
 
• Rotary Grants for University Teachers 
Grants are awarded annually to about 30 university faculty members who teach for up to 10 months at an 
academic institution of their choice in a developing county.  Since 1985, 486 university teachers have 
participated in this program. 
 
• Rotary World Peace Fellowships 
This program trains future diplomats and international leaders in the art of peace building and conflict 
resolution. Up to 110 Rotary World Peace Fellows are selected annually to study at one of eight universities 
for International Studies in peace and conflict resolution. Fellows are offered an opportunity to gain a 
Master’s degree in peace studies, conflict resolution, international relations or a professional development 
certificate in peace and conflict studies.  Since 2002, 339 fellows from over 75 countries have participated at 
a cost of more than $23 million. Universities include: Duke University and the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, North Carolina, USA; Universidad del Salvador, Buenos Aires, Argentina; University of 
Bradford, West Yorkshire, England; International Christian University, Tokyo, Japan; University of 
California, Berkeley, USA; University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia; and Chulalongkorn University, 
Bangkok, Thailand.. 
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